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PART 9900: TECHNI CAL GUI DANCE

STS6511. TG
STANDARD TECHNI CAL SPECI FI CATI ONS
SECTI ON 6.5. 1.1 LI CENSEE REVI EW RESPONSI Bl LI TY
FOR MATTERS RELATED TO NUCLEAR SAFETY

A PURPOSE

To provi de gui dance to the Inspector concerning the NRCintent of
Item6.5.1.1 of the Standard Techni cal Specifications as well as a
nunber of customtechni cal specifications which state that the unit
reviewgroup (on-site comnmttee) shall functionto advi se the plant
superintendent on all matters related to nuclear safety.

B. DI SCUSSI ON

In order for the commttee to satisfy this function, it nust act on
all matters that affect nuclear safety and the action nust be
docunented to conformw th specifications 6.5.1.7 and 6.5.1.8. It
shoul d be noted that the commtteeitself is not requiredto conduct
a detailed review of the issues; rather, the commttee nay assign
prelimnary review responsibility to a qualified individual or a
subcomm ttee; the extent of the commttee revieweffort woul d depend
on the conplexity of the reconmendati on.

In practice, the on-site commttee is responsible for the revi ew of
al | proposed changes or nodifications to plant systens or equi pnent
that affect nuclear safety. It is the NRC position that this
requi rement applies to all proposed changes or nodifications that
can affect the safety rel ated functi ons of plant structures, systens
and conponents. Such changes and nodifications can invol ve pl ant
systens and equi pnment which are not required to be covered by the
qual ity assurance program Regardl ess of the conponents or systens
i nvol ved, changes or nodifications that can affect safety-rel ated
functions nust be subjected to on-site commttee action.

An exanpl e of equi pnment that is not covered by the QA Programcoul d
involve a facility nodification to install roof drain piping over
el ectrical equi pnent that has a safety function. If flooding of the
el ectrical equipnment challenges its capability to perform the
i ntended safety function, areviewis  required. As noted above, the
review may be perforned by a desi gnated group or an i ndividual but
that review nust be formally acted on by the on-site conmmittee and
thi s acti on nust be docunented in m nutes of the comm ttee neetings.
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Comm ttee action nust be conpl eted before the change/ nodification
takes place just as conmttee action is taken before a changed
procedure is inplenented.
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Conversely, certain proposed changes and nodifications to plant
structures, systens and conponents havi ng a safety-rel ated function
(subject to QA controls) do not require action by the on-site
comm ttee when such changes/ nodifications

do not affect the safety-related function. An exanple would be a
proposed nodification to add a pipe cap at the open end of a
doubl e-val ved 3/4-inch test line used to periodically test the
| eak-ti ghtness of contai nnent isolation valves. In addition, the
on-site commttee review requirenent does not apply to routine
mai nt enance activities conducted in accordance wth previously
approved procedures. Furthernore, conponents and equi pnment havi ng
a safety-related function which have performed satisfactorily in
service are often "replaced-in-kind" when danaged, worn, or for
simlar reasons. Such "replacenents-in-kind* do not require
comm ttee revi ewwhen the requirenents of those draw ngs, specifica-
tions, and procedures applicabl e tothe conponent or equi pnent bei ng
replaced are net. O her "replacenents-in-kind", require conmttee
action to ensure equival ence has been determ ned through proper
engi neeri ng eval uati on.

In summary, the on-site conmttee nay assign prelimnary review
responsibility toaqualifiedindividual or a subconm ttee who nust
nmeke a determnation as to whether or not the proposed change
reasonably coul d have any effect on safety. If the determ nation
is yes, the change nust be reviewed by the on-site conmttee. On
the other hand, if the determ nation is no, the change does not have
to be reviewed by the on-site commttee.

The on-site commttee should devel op appropriate admnistrative
control s which address the authority of and provi de gui dance for the
i ndi vidual or subcomm ttee nenbers. The controls should also
i ncl ude provisions to assure that all changes that have an effect
on safety are identified for review by the full conmttee. This
|atter action may take the formof periodic audits, etc.

Thi s position does not address the need or scope of reviews that are
required by 10 CFR 50.59. uidance on 10 CFR 50.59 is provided in
the 10 CFR interpretations section of the |IE Manual.
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